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The 2023 movie Barbie, which was of course inspired by the popular children’s doll, has been a huge
commercial and critical success worldwide. The film earned over 1 billion US dollars in its first three weeks in
theaters, mainly because it performed so well in large markets outside of the United States, such as China, the
UK, and Mexico. Although it has received considerable criticism, there are a few key reasons for why the film
has been so well-liked. Some people argue that its progressive representations of gender roles and women’s
empowerment are universally appealing, and not specific or limited to any single culture or country. Because
its themes promoting women’s power and equality in society connect with so many people regardless of their

age or cultural background, the Barbie film has truly become an international success story.

However, the success of the Barbie movie has made many people think about Barbie dolls, and the impact
that these dolls have on young girls. Since almost immediately after they were introduced by the Mattel toy
company in 1959, Barbie dolls have been the source of controversy and criticism. Even in the 1960s Barbie’s
body shape was criticized as being unrealistic for young girls. Many people worried that girls might experience
dissatisfaction and even mental health issues as they grew up if their own bodies did not look like Barbie, with
her slim figure and proportions. It really didn’t help that in the 1960s some Barbie dolls came with a diet book

that simply said: “Don’t eat!”, and a bathroom scale set at 50kg, which is very low for an average American

woman.
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Speaking about Our Plans and Dreams for the Future
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Phrases to Introduce Your Ideas Expressions of Time in the Future
* I want to ... * [ enjoy ... * Next weekend + After I graduate from
* T hope to ... * I’m looking forward to ... * Next semester university
- I'd love to ... « I can’t wait to ... « Next year * When I'm in my 20s
* ’m thinking of ... » I'm really excited about ...  * Before I graduate from high | * When I’'m in my 30s
school * When [ retire
=inkl
Wh- questions: Who? Where? When? What? Why? Would you like to live abroad?
E.g., Where would you like to live? What kind of job What kind of new hobbies would you like to have?
would you like to have? What places would you like to What kind of person would you like to be?
visit? Why would you like to go there?
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I’d like to talk about my future plans and dreams. First, before I graduate from high school, I can’t wait to go on a
school trip to Osaka and Kyoto. I'm looking forward to visiting USJ in Osaka because I'm a big fan of Harry Potter.
I’ve never been to Kyoto before, so I’m really excited to go to ...

EOEEEFNCHK T BB OFI T,
Have you ever read any of the Harry Potter series? Which character do you like best?
What would you like to do in Kyoto? Why would you like to go there?
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